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SUB J : CONFISCATION OF CURRENCY MIAMI POE, JANUARY 25/76, 

MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

1 . HECTOR RODRIGUEZ , A COLOMBIAN CITIZEN RESIDENT IN COLOMBIA 
AT CALLE 5 OESTE NO. 25-165, HAS APPROACHED CONSULATE WITH 
RESPECT TO SEIZURE OF 10,500 DOLLARS IN CURRENCY AT MIAMI INTER- 
NATIONAL AIRPORT BY CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES FOR FAILING TO REPORT 
CURRENCY EXCEEDING 5,000 DOLLARS ON IRS FORM 4790. 

2. ACCORDING TO MR. RODRIGUEZ, WHO SPEAKS NO ENGLISH, IT WAS 

HIS UNDERSTANDING ON THE DECLARATION FORM THAT HE COULD REPORT 
MORE OR LESS THE AMOUNT OF CURRENCY HE WAS CARRYING. HE CARRIED 
6,000 DOLLARS IN A BRIEFCASE AND ANOTHER 4,500 ON HIS PERSON. 

MR. RODRIGUEZ DECLARED THE 6,000 HE WAS CARRYING IN HIS BRIEF- 
CASE BUT NEGLECTED TO MENTION MONEY CARRIED ON HIS PERSON. AT 
THE TIME OF ENTRY, THE CUSTOMS OFFICER, WHO DID NOT SPEAK SPANISH. 

IN SIGN LANGUAGE ASKED HIM WHETHER HE WAS CARRYING ADDITIONAL 
MONEY. MR. RODRIGUEZ READILY ADMITTED THAT HE HAD ADDITIONAL 
CURRENCY ON HIS PERSON AND AFTER CONFERENCE WITH THE SENIOR CUSTOMS 
OFFICIAL, IT WAS DECIDED TO CONFISCATE THE ENTIRE 10,500 DOLLARS. 

3. MR. RODRIGUEZ IS A SELF-MADE BUSINESSMAN, OWNER OF A LARGE 
FURNITURE FACTORY IN THE TOWN OF PALMIRA, VALLE. HE WAS 
CARRYING THE CURRENCY TO PURCHASE REPLACEMENT PARTS FOR MACHINERY 
FOR HIS FACTORY. HE HAD WITH HIM CATALOGUES FROM EXPORT FIRMS 

IN THE MIAMI AREA FROM WHICH HE INTENDED TO PURCHASE NECESSARY 
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REPLACEMENT PARTS. HIS INABILITY TO EXPLAIN IN ENGLISH THE 
LEGITIMATE NATURE OF HIS VISIT UNDOUBTEDLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
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CONFISCATION OF HIS FUNDS. 

4. MR. RODRIGUEZ HAS CONTACTED A LEGAL FIRM IN MIAMI, PROVIDED 
THEM WITH POWER OF ATTORNEY TO RECLAIM HIS CONFISCATED FUNDS 
AND RECEIVED FROM THEM A BILL OF 1,000 DOLLARS FOR THIS 
SERVICE. 

5. WITHOUT BEING AWARE OF ALL FACTS IN THIS CASE, IT WOULD 
APPEAR TO THE CONSULATE THAT MR. RODRIGUEZ HAS BEEN SUBJECTED 
TO UNUSUAL STRINGENCY IN THE EXECUTION OF SECTION 162.31 OF 
TITLE 19 CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS REQUIRING DECLARATION OF 
CURRENCY IN EXCESS OF 5,000 DOLLARS ENTERING THE UNITED 
STATES. THE PURPOSE OF MR. RODRIGUEZ'S VISIT WAS TO PURCHASE 
EQUIPMENT& HE DOES NOT PAY TAXES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

6. MR. RODRIGUEZ IS CONCERNED WITH A NOTIFICATION FROM THE 
CUSTOMS SERVICE DATED JANUARY 27/76 (REFER TO 76/5206/02921) 

SETTING FORTH THE NATURE OF THE VIOLATION BUT NOT INDICATING ANY 
DUTY DUE. THE COMMUNICATION FURTHER STATES THAT QUOTE UNLESS 
THE SUM SET FORTH IS PAID OR APPLICATION FOR LESSER PENALTIES 

IS RECEIVED BY THIS OFFICE WITHIN 60 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
NOTICE, LEGAL ACTION WILL BE TAKEN TO HAVE THE PROPERTY 
FORFEITED AND THE PENALTIES OR DUTIES COLLECTED UNQUOTE. 

7. THE CONSULATE WOULD APPRECIATE AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE SEIZURE OF MR. RODRIGUEZ'S FUNDS 
AND GUIDANCE BY THE CUSTOMS SERVICE, MIAMI FOR RECOVERING OF 
MR. RODRIGUEZ'S FUNDS. 

8. IF THE INVESTIGATION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN THIS CASE 
INDICATE THAT THE MATTER CAN BE RECTIFIED READILY. MR. RODRIGUEZ 
REQUESTS THAT HIS POWER OF ATTORNEY MADE OVER TO THE FIRM 
NORIEGA, BARTEL, CHOPP, SCHATZ, LEVINE AND SHUFORD OF 2100 

FIRST FEDERAL BUILDING, ONE SOUTHEAST 3RD AVENUE, MIAMI, FLORIDA, 
BE REVOKED AND HE BE INFORMED HOW HE MAY PERSONALLY RECLAIM 
HIS CONFISCATED FUNDS. INTERESTED PARTY. 

KERR 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED US CUSTOMS SERVICE, MIAMI.UNCLASSIFIED 
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